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Student Government Association Minutes from April 26, 2017


Meeting called to order at 3:05 p.m.

Roll Call: President Effend, Vice President Cappiello, Treasurer Kruh, Senators Aguilera, Alexander, Begic, Bierwirth, Bosworth, Britto, Butt, Carangui, Coleman, Correa, Cusano, Desgazon, Dew, Fruin, Gorman, Goulas, Grant, Hussan, Khan, Long, Marinelli, Maya, McSherry, Mitchell, Moreau, Nazario, Nwafor, Ott, Plaskonka, Ribeiro, Sejdiraj, Simeone, Solano

Excused: Henn

Not in attendance: Morin, Uwaya

SG17-183: Motion to accept the meeting minutes of April 19th, 2017 (Dew, Long).

Voice Vote: Unanimous

Motion Passes 

Public Hearing:
Effend: is there anyone from the gallery that would like to speak?

Contingency Request

Multi Powered Vehicle Club - Contingency Request
Staschke: our mission statement, purpose shall be to promote teamwork, speed, endurance, and ingenuity through MultiPowered vehicles for student education and design. Next semester our event taking place the great race, it’s a trip across 2,000+ miles of the US. It starts in Florida and ends in Michigan, it’s an antique car endurance road rally. It’s a test of driver and navigator team’s ability to follow course instructions and to endure a cross country trip. Competing teams drive at or below a certain speed at all times. Registration of this race is $1,500 for a college team, usually its $5,500. Registration opened April 15th, and they have limited slots that fill quickly. We were under the impression that we would have money out of next year’s budget early for registration, but there was miscommunication. We ended up having to fill out a contingency request, so we’re asking for $1,500 so we can register for this race for next year before slots fill up. Any questions?

Plaskonka: is there a student contribution?

Staschke: we are not doing a student contribution for registration, we haven’t done anything yet or had a fundraiser. We were talking about next year’s funds potentially working with Car Club to donate money, but we didn’t in time for registration.

Long: you mentioned miscommunication, was this funded in your base budget for next year, and you thought you had it early?

Staschke: I’m not entirely sure, our advisor told us there was miscommunication and we actually needed to file for a contingency rather than budget from next year. I’m not sure if we got it for next year, I haven’t heard any word thus far.

Moreau: when is the actual race?

Staschke: The dates haven’t been posted yet, but it takes place in June of 2018.

Effend: Any other questions? Thank you. Is there anyone else from the gallery that would like to speak?



Victor Constanza –C.H.A.N.G.E. Line Item
Constanza: hello everyone I’m the current VP for C.H.A.N.G.E., which stands for Carrying Humanity As New Generations Emerge. We have a line item change. The mission statement for the club is to spread social awareness, unite and empower students to be in leadership, and help disadvantaged communities. Want to move $350 from speakers to refreshments. We are having a finals study event with our members and we want to help each other study and we’d like some food there. Our study events are typically 4 hours long. We never order food but we think since it’s the last one we could have something. Line Item B, move $700 from travel to refreshments. We are planning to have a dinner involving all the cultured community clubs to start building a community between us. Central has a bunch of culture and community clubs, we want to be in the center of it. If PRIDE needs something from BSU, we would be the middle part to help each other out. We want to have a dinner to discuss plans, get some input from other clubs. Line Item C, $600 from conference to refreshments. We want to collaborate with the clubs, but we know since it’s almost the end of the semester we don’t know how much money they have, we want to have something nice for them. Depending how much people chip in or how much we get from this. That money for refreshments will also go to an open Q&A with house of representative member Elizabeth Esty. CHANGE for the last 3 weeks has been talking to the congresswoman, she’s been close with me and the president. She wants to come here to discuss issues, talk to you guys, she wants to be there for college students and potentially lead us to do what we can do to help communities. The total is $1,650 for line item changes. Any questions?

Solano: line item A is for a study session during finals week for your club? But B and C are to do an event?

Constanza: Yes, a dinner. 

Solano: When is it planned for?

Constanza: It is last minute, but the study event is for this Tuesday, the dinner we want to plan with the other clubs but most likely next Thursday, Friday, or a Saturday. The congresswoman is coming when she can, probably the early part of finals week depending of what she can do. We just want to have that ready for her and the students that come in.

Carangui: when and where did you say this was taking place?

Constanza: the finals meeting probably in the blue and white room in the student center, the dinner most likely a room in memorial. And the congresswoman meeting, maybe a bigger stage like Semesters or Alumni Hall.  She has to talk to the president and I think the campus will rearrange something for her. Any other questions?

Effend: Thank you. Is there anyone else from the gallery that would like to speak?



Josh Quintana – Student 
Quintana: I want to say it was an honor to serve with all of you. Every one of you has grown so much from when I was first met you and was sworn in this time last year. A lot of you have gone through a lot and have grown so much. President Effend, you have become such a great capable leader, you’ve been through tough times and challenges, but that’s made you better and I’m proud to have served with you on senate. Chris Marinelli, you’ve grown so much from when I met you and you’ve finally figured out what you want to do with life. I can see the passion radiating from you about all the things you want to do. Dewey, Dewster, Dewber, Pillsbury Dew Boy. When I first met you, you had so much less hair. But now that you’ve grown into the Boris Johnson of last year, I can’t wait to see what you become in the next year. Wyatt, it was an honor serving with you even though it didn’t feel like it most of the time. *laughter. Honestly I can say I was proud to serve with each and every one of you, and really I am proud. I’m sad I couldn’t serve with some of the new senators, like Dante Solano and Will Ribeiro, two great people who honestly bring a lot to the debate and have strong opinions. I look forward to what Dante can do next year, best of luck. So thank you, it was an honor to serve with all of you.



Effend: Anyone else from the gallery that would like to speak?



Otis Mamed – Director of the Student Center
Mamed: One of my special duties is to work with dining services for all of you. I‘m about to share some information about changes in the dining plan for next year. A couple of things, the university sets the prices. When you see changes to the prices on anything on campus, the university is the one ultimately agreeing to and setting prices for plans. One of the things that I heard from you, maybe two years ago with this group and last year, we need to make some changes in terms of flexibility in the plan. Some of that for some senators and students meant some other choices than what we provide. We have an all you can eat all access plan, that is going to continue. One thing we changed is instead of 20 bonus meals, and there’s a long history with bonus meals, I won’t bore you with how we got there. Initially with the meal plan 7+ years ago, students got 5 bonus meals and it’s crept its way up to 20. One thing we did was change in the plan the bonus meals drop down to 5, they’ll be called “guest meals.” Guest meals will allow you to guest friends in to dine for a visit. In exchange for the other 15 bonus meals, you are going to get $100 in “flex dollars.” Flex dollars can only be used at retail food service locations on campus. How many of you regularly go to Starbucks and use your bonus meals? Trick question, exactly. Next year you’ll be able to use your flex dollars to go to Starbucks. On a dollar per dollar basis. In the past, Starbucks in the student center, a coffee and pastry two years ago would have exchanged a full meal. When you go to Starbucks next year and you just want coffee, you can use $2 of your flex dollars for a small cup of coffee. Real life exchange there. We think your flex dollars will be more flexible and go further for you to use them better. Social sciences hall coffee shop with sandwiches, snacks, and coffee, you can use them in devils den, and that’s the variety of things they can be used for. Any questions about flex dollars or plans?

Kruh: if we choose to not use the guest passes, we can’t substitute those into flex dollars?

Mamed: That’s correct

Nazario: will there be a choice if they want 5 guest passes but $300 flex? Or 5 guest meals and $100?

Mamed: It will be the plans as listed there, determined by the university not Sodexo

Carangui: we’re just talking about resident dining plans right?

Mamed: Correct

Marinelli: I understand the university sets the costs, is it in proportionate to the current plans? Seems like 20 guest swipes used for friends and other people with the option of using them as blue chip dollars at the book store. The basic plan of $0 when the first step up was more than $50 in the current plan. Now 5 swipes and $100 flex, and $0 for bookstore. I know a lot of students like myself included would use the blue-chip dollars for textbooks.

Mamed: the current base plan was 20 bonus meals, $0 blue chip, and the cost for all access plan. The only change is 15 of those bonus meals is in exchange for $100. The math was done by our business services department at university, and approved by the chief advisor.

Moreau: will the flex dollars be able to be used off campus at businesses that accept blue chip?

Mamed: No they will not be. Only available to use on campus. Blue chip will still be able to be used off campus.

Bierwirth: if you were to get a coffee, which is a certain amount of money and change, will those prices on the menu be rounded up?

Mamed: It’s debit style currency, so it will take it out how it is. If you run out, you run out. We’re not changing any prices.

Kruh: what happens if you decide not to use all of your flex dollars? Can they roll over?

Mamed: we’re going to use your flex dollars first. Essentially right now you load your blue chip on. We are on campus, that money is allocated into that flex debit account. We’re going to use the flex first before the blue-chip, because you can do other things with the blue chip. But the flex is just for food on campus.

Goulas: let’s say I’m doing laundry on campus which I have to pay $5, does that come from the flex or blue chip?

Mamed: Blue Chip. Laundry will be paid for as normal. Flex, think just food on campus. 

Cappiello: if I spend $200 of flex and I had $300, do $100 roll over to the next semester?

Mamed: No they do not. Just like your bonus meals don’t roll over. We actually want you to use those flex dollars. You know how you can’t use the bonus meals after 1pm? Now you can use them at any time. 

Mitchell: I’m doing the math and everything checks out until the Blue Devil +300. Is that an incentive to get the big plan or a misprinted number?

Mamed: The numbers there are correct, they’ve been verified with Business Services. I don’t know what the negotiation was there with CFO. My guess is there will be a benefit to buying a bigger plan. 

Plaskonka: does this plan benefit the students?

Mamed: Yes

Carangui: is blue chip being taken out of meal plans entirely?

Mamed: No, blue chip is a university. 

Carangui: I mean the Meal plan how there was options 1, 2, 3. The first doesn’t offer anything

Mamed: Correct, the base plan here also does not have any blue chip dollars. Keep in mind you can add blue chip dollars at any time in year, if you’ve got a mom or dad you can beg to add onto the account, they can do that. You can deposit onto your blue chip. Blue Chip is not connected with food service, but the university wants blue chip to be an option, so that’s part of the reason they’re shown here.

Long: if I want $200 in flex on the plan but I know I don’t need $100 in blue chip. I still have to get the $300 plan or can I opt out?

Mamed: The prices listed here take into consideration the combinations, those are the plans and choices. 4 choices. If you really don’t want blue chip dollars then you need to choose a plan with lower blue chip dollars. Keep in mind the blue chip dollars, I’m not sure because I don’t buy books any longer, but $100 doesn’t go very far in the book store I understand. If you buy that plan, you can buy books with that and be done with $100 of blue chip. 

Effend: Thank you Otis. Is there anyone else from the gallery that would like to speak? 



Tum Tum Souriyamath - Student
Souriyamath: I’m a very active member on campus and also a member of the Student Veterans Organization. Recently you passed our line item, thank you guys for that, I appreciate all the effort senators to put in to help us out. Although there were some things we faced and struggles, we feel that business is business. Some members and I are here today to show support to individuals. We’re also here to give this shirt, these are the shirts we got on our own. We brought one to give to Senator Plaskonka to show there was no love lost in the conflict that we faced. *Applause

Effend: Is there anyone else from the gallery that would like to speak?



SALD: 
No Report

Student Affairs Report
No Report


Open Floor

Cappiello: before we get into everyone’s last motion we have some new business, 

SG17-184: Motion to allocate MultiPowered Vehicle Club’s Contingency request of $1,500 for registration for Great Race Competition, from SG9016 (Cappiello, Fruin).

This has been on our radar, or many of our radars for some time. It was included in their base budget but we talked to their advisor and we were alerted during base budgets that they need it this year, so we cut it out of their base budget knowing they were coming for a contingency this year so they can register for next year’s event. SALD has no problem with registering for next year’s event using this year’s money. I believe it’s a sound request, I hope everyone votes yes. Thank you

Effend: are there any points against the motion? Hearing none we’ll take this to a vote by roll call

Y: 32 – VP Cappiello, T Kruh, Alexander, Begic, Bierwirth, Bosworth, Butt, Carangui, Coleman, Correa, Cusano, Desgazon, Dew, Fruin, Gorman, Goulas, Grant, Hussan, Khan, Long, Marinelli, Maya, McSherry, Mitchell, Moreau, Nazario, Nwafor, Ott, Plaskonka, Ribeiro, Simeone, Solano
N: 0
A: 0
Motion Passes


SG17-185: Motion to approve C.H.A.N.G.E.’s line item request of $1,650, with $350 from Speakers to Refreshments, $700 from Travel to Refreshments, and $600 from Registration to Refreshments (Fruin, Nazario).

The VP did a good job presenting, it’s a sound request for a line item for change. They have some awesome events coming up, so everyone should vote yes.

Effend: are there any points against the motion? Hearing none we’ll take this to a vote by roll call

Y: 30 - VP Cappiello, T Kruh, Alexander, Begic, Bierwirth, Bosworth, Butt, Carangui, Coleman, Correa, Cusano, Desgazon, Dew, Fruin, Gorman, Goulas, Grant, Hussan, Khan, Long, Marinelli, Maya, McSherry, Moreau, Nazario, Nwafor, Ott, Plaskonka, Ribeiro, Simeone
N: 0
A: 2 – Mitchell, Solano
Motion Passes

Effend: we are back on open floor

Motion to approve Japanese American Cultural Club’s line item request of $225 from Spring Contingency to Events Registration (Cappiello, Long).

They came in yesterday, they have a $225 line item to move some money around for the rest of the year. This is a sound request. Never mind it’s on New Business.

Cappiello: I withdraw my motion

Long: I rescind my second

Effend: does anyone else have anything for open floor? No one wants to speak? Nothing else that needs to be passed on Open Floor this fiscal year, then we’re going to move forward.



Committee Reports

Public Affairs
Fruin: I just wanted to thank this senate for being very supportive with PA. We had a hiccup and few bumps on the way, but I’m really proud of what the committee accomplished this semester. This week is spring week, I hope you’re enjoying the events CAN and IRC are putting on. I hope to see you having fun and volunteering this weekend during the spring concert set up, before, during and after. I’d also like to thank my vice chair for helping me take on the leadership role of chair. She did a fabulous job and I’d really like to commend her on her hard work and the whole committee. Thank you.



ALS Walk
Goulas: our ALS walk on Sunday went amazing, the day of the walk itself we raised over $1,000. Our grand total for this year was $5,360. I just want to say thank you to everybody. It wasn’t particularly the reason why I joined senate, the reason I joined was to better our relations. This is present to the student body that our relations have grown and can grow. If there is any difficulty with a certain organization dealing with SGA it can be resolved. Thank you.



Student Life
Gorman: hello everyone, first tomorrow we’ll have therapy dogs in SC lobby from 11-1pm. Scholarships are all done and graded. This year is now coming to a close, thank you to everyone on student life for your hard work and everyone who helped with our events. We’ve done a suicide awareness vigil, we’ve collected 2,162 cans of food for competition for a cause which was 1,162 cans over our goal. We’ve held a very successful devils den, some informative coffee talks, and an incredible wellness week, complete with roses, massages, yoga, and therapy dogs. And while doing all of this, we’ve had 3 rounds of scholarships, one where 75 people applied. I’m so incredibly proud of this committee. Thank you so much for putting in effort to improve the wellbeing of students on campus. Senator Grant, it has been wonderful chairing this committee with you. You are so inspiring and I wish you the best with your future endeavors. I’m so proud to be chair of such an incredible committee. Thank you.



Academic Affairs
Bosworth: this committee has come a long way since myself and Brian started working on it. Everything these last 2 years has been a tremendous experience on the committee. I think I speak for both of us, that we are so confident in the amount of success, the amount of savings this committee can bring to students in the future. I want to spend time to talk about stuff we’ve done in the last two years and what I really hope the committee will do in the future based on the foundations we’ve laid. When Brian and myself took it over, Joni Moody was the chairman when I was the vice chair. The committee didn’t really have a direction; if you look in the bylaws we don’t have scholarships, we don’t have financial motions, and we don’t take care of promotional items and social media. It pretty much just says do stuff academic related, whether it be advising, working with faculty, etc. The hardest thing to do in the last 2 years was trying to find the direction of the committee and impact campus on an academic level. I think we’ve done that. One thing we started doing during BOR turmoil a few years ago, we worked really closely with faculty senate and AAUP in awareness and advocacy events on campus. Last spring we cosponsored an amazing summit on the inequality of higher education. All day event that was live streamed on the system website. We brought awareness to a lot of the issues that students face in today’s times. Disinvestment in higher education, rise in textbook costs, faculty struggles with their contracts and collective bargaining units. It was a really powerful event, it was the first big thing this committee did. We’ve also organized the student portion of CSCU day at the Capital over the last two years. Another thing I’m proud that we did, we worked really well with the women’s center last year to try to raise awareness on the sexual assault misconduct policy. It worked. We put a lot of pressure on the faculty. We passed a resolution, and the faculty senate adopted it as well. So now you have a lot of faculty putting it on their syllabi because of this student government. We were very involved in the presidential search as well, we had two of us on the search committee. I’m really happy with the results, we have a great new president with tremendous vision for this university and the role we’ll play in higher education in the future. I think we worked really well with the faculty senate as well. President Effend did an amazing job representing the students there. Even though I’m a little mad about the vote they took last week, I’ll talk about that in a little bit. Brian has really been working hard on trying to bring all of our CSU institutions together. Over the last year and a half, we’ve had 6 meetings with a various number of students in SGA’s across the state. That’s something with a lot of steam behind, I think that can continue in the future. It’s important we keep those communication lines open between different universities and schools. Lastly what I’m really proud of is the work we’ve done with the library this year, pushing Open Educational Resources on campus for students. This started a year and a half ago, we got upset about spending this much on textbooks, this evil professor is making us use an access code, it got crazy. So we put some energy behind it, and a lot of great things have come out. Many things that weren’t able to be concluded this year, but the foundation is there for the next senate to work on it. We purchased $500 for open stack textbooks for the libraries, to create an informational display in the main lobby from 10-12 different courses to just see what open source textbooks really look like. How similar they are to the Pearson’s and McGraw Hill books all of us spend money on. The faculty can also see to convert their course if they choose. That was something the library couldn’t afford to do this year because of budget cuts, but our committee stepped in to supplement the cost because this is an important step in having these resources in our library. The last really cool thing we did, we allocated $1,000 for a competitive faculty grant, which the library foundation will match us dollar per dollar on. It will be used for faculty to convert their course to an open resource model. We modeled this after UConn, they offer 10 to their faculty a year, and they’re called incentives. We’re going to offer 2 next fall. Academic Affairs committee and the Library will work together on submitting a bid to faculty campus, and will review the materials faculty brings back, and disperse money to convert a course to OER which will save $1,000s of dollars in the future. That’s something I hope the Next AA leadership can work on. We have a meeting tomorrow, whoever is chosen to replace the chair and co-chair now, we’re going to be meeting with the library to start developing this process to be ready to roll in fall. We’re also recognizing our first pioneer of the Year that the SGA is giving out to Amy Kuldren, who saved students in her communication class 10’s of thousands of dollars in the last two years converting to this model. I think that will go a long way and incentivize other faculty members to do the same. We’ve also launched the text.com website which we’ve had some challenges with but there are students using it. There’s an option for students to find the best price for text books. I’ll give all that info to the new people, just don’t promote it in SC and get the bookstore to threaten a lawsuit. Don’t do that, there are ways around it. That in a nutshell is what we’ve done over the last year and a half, and it’s up to the new chair and co-chair for the direction in future. I think the committee has done a good job in laying the foundation you can follow and modify or just not do, that will save students a lot of money. We see tuition going up, there’s a lot of pressure on the BOR in their consolidation plan. Vote of no confidence was taken by the faculty this past Monday. They were the only faculty in the state to do so. The SG next year is going to have a major role in playing a part in the future of this system. You have a brand new president, a consolidation plan in place that will greatly affect the services in the school, it’s greatly going to effect the centralization of community colleges, which affects us because we get a lot of transfer students from them. This committee has a role to play in all of those talks. We’ve gained respect from the faculty senate, the president, and FAC co-chair. I’m a little emotional because I’m so excited for what the members replacing myself and Brian will do with this over the next years. Other than that it’s been a real honor working with all of you. I won my first election with 31 votes in fall 2013. To see over 1,000 people voted in the past elections is amazing and shows how much more of an interest there is in this organization on campus. When I first joined the running joke on campus, most students thought SGA was Straight Gay Alliance. Now through the promotional tools we use, the amount of good work, I think we have a great reputation now and there’s a lot of great work to do. I think the most powerful thing about this organization, it lets people find their voice. I remember my freshman year, I was very quiet, and the first thing I got energetic and stood up yelling about was allocating $1,000 for stoles for SGA seniors. No student contribution, just flat money for stoles. Bobby Barriel and I stood up, I don’t remember what I said, you can go back on the minutes but that infuriated me. You’ve all seen traces of that anger this past year. Besides on the senate floor, there are so many opportunities for people to find their voice and get active. Senator Long is a good example of this. When he first came here, I don’t think you had a clue what you were doing. Which is fine, you were quiet, like “who is this guy,” but ever since then, you’ve been working your tail off. You get involved in everything, sometimes for better sometimes for worse. The fact of the matter is, you are prime example of what makes this organization great. I thought you were on my committee for 3 months, then I found out he was actually on PA. I think Akai has found his voice. You’re into graphic design, you love doing the promotional stuff for SGA, you love being involved and you’ve come a far way in the last few months. So has everyone in here. You’re working on a lot of great things, look at the alumni from this organization; they’re working on state government, non-profits, they’re in graduate school, they’re making a difference in communities. I think this organization has a huge part to play in that. I did not have a good high school career, I really screwed up; I didn’t get accepted to any universities except this one. I came into this school the fall of my freshmen semester, and the only thing I wanted to do was get decent grades, get out, and go to UConn. In the student center in September I saw this poster, run for SG, and I ran and got 31 votes, came in 4/4th place, but those 31 votes, I’ll never forget it. I got into UConn and I was going to transfer, but the reason I didn’t was because of this organization. I saw how much great things can be done for the students here. I didn’t want to give that up. It was the best decision I’ve ever made. I think this organization can do such great things for the university, for the people of Connecticut. We sometimes get stuck in arguing over the small things, over committee stuff and shirts, and whether this matches mission statements, we have do those things. I think the real honor of working on such an amazing organization is the stuff we do outside. The stuff we do in committees, in Dr. Tordenti’s office with administration, when we’re in Dr. Toro’s office or Scott’s office. When we’re meeting with President Ojakian, when we’re at the capital, with therapy dogs, when we’re talking to neighbors in the community to improve relationships. When we’re at events to show support, at diversity rallies and huge events that President Effend organized last year. When we’re putting on the spring concert, when we’re researching and creating a sustainable budget for the SAF, that’s the kind of stuff that makes us great. Not the stuff on the agenda, that matters. I’ll fight with you guys every day on the case by basis funding, it’s fine. The point is, this organization offers so many resources to develop our leadership capabilities and to use those capabilities to affect the students here at central. To those of you returning, I hope when you are at your last meeting, you will be overcome with joy and sadness and will be able to reflect on what you did to contribute to this campus. I really wish that for all of you, that you can step out of this room, go to Elmer’s, and just be happy. Not sad that it ended, but so happy to make a difference. I’ve met some of my best friends through this organization, one is sitting right next to me, and many others. You meet a lot of great people, Scott Hazan I want to keep in contact with. I guess my notes are telling me to the thanks, to the e board, you guys have done a great job. Brendan, *laughter. Look, there’s stuff you’ve done that pissed me off, and there’s stuff I’ve done that pissed you off. Whatever. The fact of the matter is I remember Brendan 3 years ago, and he’s come a very long way as many have us, but he has really turned into a pristine student leader. He goes to organizations, he’s always on campus, he cares about community, and he’s a good guy. I wish you the best of luck next year. You’ll do a great job and I think all of you should follow his example and listen to him. Chris, you’re going to move over one seat, but I think you’re going to do a great job as Treasurer, mainly because we both agree on a lot of financial things, I see great things for you as well. Jahmil, Jahmil and I ran against each other a year ago, it feels like a long time. I really can’t put into words how much respect I have for you. I think you’ve done a phenomenal job representing everyone on this campus. You’ve put a lot of blood, sweat and tears into organization, and I’m confident that your leadership has really positively impacted this campus community. It’s guided this organization through tough times, you’ve been a role model to everyone in this room and the thousands of students on campus. I’m so proud to have served under you this last year. For that, I’ll Segway into this. Josh Quintana, an ex-senator didn’t say nice things about me before but we coordinated together in getting you a gift. This is a citation from the CT General Assembly, it’s from the house majority leader Matt Rider, from the entire New Britain delegation, Rick Lopes, Peter Tuziak, Bobby Sanchez, and Senator Gerratana. You should be crying about this, I shouldn’t be crying about this. It says “Be it hereby known to all of the CT assembly, hereby offer’s its sincerest congratulations to Jahmil Effend in recognition of remarkable tenure as the 2016-2017 CCSU SGA President by leading more than 10,000 undergraduate students with great courage, dignity, and respect. You will certainly leave CCSU in a better place than how you found it. Thank you for your service to the CT and our system of public education. The entire membership extends its very best wishes on this memorable occasion and expresses the hope for continued success.” It’s signed by the senate resident, the speaker and the secretary of state, because the people up there take notice on the things you leave and things you do here. A token from Senator Quintana and I. *Applause. With that everyone, and Dr. Tordenti too, Scott Hazan, Chris Hazelton, all the past interns for guiding us and making sure we’re on the right path. To all of you I wish you very great luck, I’m excited to see the amount you do in the future, the change you’ll bring to your communities and others. I’m proud to have shared success with you. Thank you. *Applause


Social Justice
Marinelli: that was pretty moving. This is my first year in SG. I first came to CCSU from Tunxis, I wanted to pursue journalism, now I’m in linguistics and I’ve been behind the scenes up until this year and last. I first made the decision to run for senate after speaking to President Effend and Senator Moreau after we organized the first Tea Against Bigotry. It was a really special moment to me in my time here at Central. It was a very organic happening to counter something very bad. There was going to be an aggressive reaction to this speaker coming, and we wanted that not to happen. So instead we came up with this idea to drink tea and come together, and 100 of us showed up, the speaker ended up cancelling his event, it was such a powerful moment and I wanted that to happen again, for us to share things and talk about our backgrounds and that’s what made me run from senate. Moving from a journalist to an activist. It was by the for one of the best decisions of my time here at Central. I did not think at any moment I would be able to chair a committee on senate. I thought I’m going to get on, we’re going to do Tea Against Bigotry 2.0 and that’s going to be it. I forgot who nominated me for Social Justice, I’m sorry. But it was the best thing that’s happened to me, something I never expected. It has been one of the most rewarding and great honors of my time here. I just want to go over the stuff we’ve done this year. Baby committee, this is our first year, it might be the only year but that’s okay. Highlight some events. At our last meeting we all shared something that meant something special to us. Senator Elect Theriault, he shared Tea Against Bigotry first event, it was a really special night after senate. We were late, I was shook, we had to start at 6 and we were still in here. A lot of you still came, College Republicans came, a Muslim speaker, a lot of diverse representation, and people shared and came up to the stage. It was an intimate setting, and I was thinking we did something special. For my vice chair I’ll talk more about, Senator Hussan and Senator Simeone, it was women’s empowerment event and diversity week, where we brought a bunch of groups together, Planned Parenthood, YMCA, Games For Girls, presentations, they talked about the issues in the world for women, and it was important to say we stand for the women on campus, we have a special community opportunity here. Senator Dew, it was the resolution to support undocumented students. That was something Senator Hussan, Senator Long, and Senator Nwafor worked really hard on. I remember being there late at night, we got that passed and we took it running, it has been one of the biggest things we’ve done on senate. For Senator Elect Jose Diaz and myself, it was the rally. Pseudo government and social justice event, safe to say SJ committee. We forget it was in the same week as the UC Berkeley riots. We were able to say, look we are CCSU and we can hold a rally peacefully and stand up for undocumented Muslim in light of the travel ban. It was so special to me. In a short timetable we got people to march around campus, it got crazy on the news. We were sitting in the SGA office after with President Effend reading the comments, like cash me outside. We’re not paid protestors, we’re just passionate people. Other things we’ve done, part of diversity week, there were tons of events. We had a student refugee clothing drive, I’m going to bring to New Haven, they’re in the office right now. We were able to make lobbying efforts on behalf of the resolution we passed and Treasurer Kruh and I were able to meet with a senator committed to voting yes which we didn’t know before, and that’s a big deal. We changed a vote in the general assembly potentially, that’s now on their radar. At least nothing else, there are so many more students on campus aware of the institutional financial aid bill going through. That can change lives and really make a difference. Veteran’s panel, I know we had controversy, but even that we were able to help people. One of the panelists was honorably discharged in basic training and she’s been able to meet with Elizabeth Esty since then and get VA benefits she needed. If I’m able to do something and help one person, I’ve accomplished a goal. Falling down is how we learn to get back up. Its overcoming these obstacles and bumps that we are able to grow. Incredible growth for me this year, more than I imagined. I was going to come to SG, hangout and do Tea Against Bigotry, and I feel like I’ve genuinely become a better person that I need to be for the real world. I want to say I’m so proud of all the committee members who have been working hard at all our meetings. Great friends, Dani and Will, I didn’t know you before senate but now you’re some of the coolest people I know. I know we’re going to stay in touch after graduation. President Effend, Jahmil, I consider one of my best friends. You’ve been such a good leader, I’m honored to serve under your senate. You’ve been such a voice to help me become a better person, it’s so incredible and you are so beyond us as peers. You really are. Thank you for that, you’re a close friend of mine now. You’re going to do great things in the world. I’ve always wanted to change the world, I remember graduating high school and saying I want to change the world. I’ve realized these past few years, the world is just communities, to change your community changes the world. I feel that our committee has made a difference in the CCSU community this past year. We have impacted people’s lives. Laremie Project was another great event, having actors and the director Tom speaking about how he’s feeling safe again on campus, that hit me. I can’t ask for more than that, to make a difference. I personally will every day for the rest of my life focus on Social Justice issues. I swear by that, everything to change communities to change the world. It’s been my privilege and honor to sit besides all of you. You have all really made a difference in my life. I hope our committee has made a difference in yours in some regard. This is it. This is my last report. This may be the last social justice report, that’s okay, we know it works and that we were able to do something. If senate in the future wants to try it again they can do that. Something we’ve always done when we end every report, we add a quote. I’ll wrap this up with a quote by activist Shia LaBeouf “Don’t let your dreams be dreams, just do it.”

Finance
Kruh: our account balances,

Account Balances

Contingency 		SG9016 $6,264.06
Supplemental 	SG9017 $2,064.26
New Base Budget 	SG9018 $903.62
For Use By Senate 	SG9195 $787.67
Operations 		SG9120 $49,255.45
Reserves 		SG9010 $13,462.48

That’s with reserves accounted for. On new business, Karate Club came in with a line item of $614.74 from Accommodations to Other. They have leftover money in their budget which they’d like to put towards training equipment, that passed in the committee. Japanese American Cultural Club was unable to come to the committee, but they submitted a line item change of $225 from Contingency to Registration. I’ve attached that to the back of the agenda, I looked over their contingency request that they received at the end of March, with what we’ve stated, approve contingency request of $2,726 with $1,059 going to Travel and $1,665 for Hotel from SG9010. It’s not specified, which line item it’s coming from. It’s up to this senate to figure out. That’s the maximum info I was able to provide on my own regarding the line item. Motion C, at the end of every single year in our bylaws we end up donating 20% of the total money left in the SG accounts not to exceed $20,000 with the exception of SG9010 to the endowment, which is where we get our scholarship money out of. It states in the bylaws the last financial motion of the year we need to make that motion. So that’s on there as well. Additionally USITT submitted a Line item change for $200, they had money left over in their budget so they wanted to see a performance to Hartford stage, 10 individuals at $20 a piece, so I’m using my power as treasurer to pass that so we don’t have to go over that motion. Quickly I wanted to say I’m not going to be your treasurer next year, I’m going to be your president. What I mean by that is a lot of you have thought I’ve had an assertive or intimidating demeanor and the way I talk, you think it’s been my way or the highway. Admittedly sometimes it has been, I’m sorry about that. I realize as an effective president that can’t be the way we take this ship. I really want to differentiate myself in my position next year from my position this year and the past several years. Personally for me it’s a little emotional leaving Treasurer. When I first came to finance committee my freshmen year, it was a very different system, Ed Corey liked to scream at me a lot. Both him and Stephen Dew have offered to impeach me on multiple occasions for acting on my own accord rather than everybody else. That maybe came from my predecessor Corey Mills, unfortunately I was a product of that My Way or the Highway environment but I’m no longer a product of that; I’m a product of this environment. I really want to thank Wyatt because as he stated we have had our issues, but he was my first friend on senate. He really taught me everything I know, it was not an easy road and we had our struggles. He was honestly my best friend and I learned everything from him. I wouldn’t be where I am today without both of them. Additionally some big milestones made by finance committee that I’m exceptionally proud of, Ed Corey was my vice chair last year, and Stephen Dew was my vice chair this year, without both of their help and other key members we never would have had an SAF increase. I was once like Senator Long maybe overly ambitious and wanted to pursue an increase in the SAF. Administration told me don’t think about it, it’s not going to happen. By alumni that President Miller will never hear it, leave it in the trash where it belongs. I refused to take that and I kept pushing for it and gradually I got senate on board with the idea. When they were, some of the same people were key players for the next level. We examined the state procedure for SAF, we researched other peer institutions. Institutions as far as North Dakota. We didn’t have to take it to referendum, we could just take it to Jack Miller. Everyone thought he would have this demeanor that he got old and tired, he said I don’t really care what you do I’m only going to be president for a few more months, it’s up to the new president to determine if an SAF is vital or not. He said go ahead, push it through, I’ll put it on her desk for next year. Low and behold it passed. BOR approved it. We as a SG haven’t received a SAF increase. CAN, SUBOG haven’t received an increase since 2003. We funded clubs last year at $452,000. This year we funded clubs at $669,797.75. That is something that needed to be done for a long time. I’m happy with the way this senate has gone, the way this senate has changed my ideologies to the point where we do need to look at stuff through a case by case basis, but in my opinion there needs to be some precedent mixed in, an even mix. At the same time, things I used to hold firm on I no longer do, I couldn’t have done that without this body. It’s been a pleasure to be your Treasurer. Thank you for allowing me to serve you and the students. 



Treasurer’s Report:
Kruh: I’ll show you my report so I can get my stipend. I did it in the same fashion as last semester. I’ll show you what the account balances was like, benchmark to what happened this year. Occasionally you’ll see a bounce where values go up, that on all occasions is from funneling money into a different account. Reserves are lower because we’ve been funding more but also at this time last year, we hadn’t taken out the base budgets yet. I already took out the base budgets this year for projection, ear marked it so everyone can see what’s happened, where we’re at. The blue line is this year, red line represents last year, we started with the contingency having more money and going into the spring semester, falling below what was in the account last year. See a peak back up in February, it’s quite similar to the other increase with infusing more money at the end of April. As our accounts currently stand, we’re not meeting the needs of our spending, so that’s why the amounts were justified in reallocating percentages to where they needed to be. Supplemental funding last year, we did all right. We did a lot more supplemental at different times, we already had our account at $20,000 this year. We did a great job in the fall to make sure we knew what supplemental requests were, clubs and organizations anticipating asking us for on campus events or events the whole campus. Basically it flat lined until the end of March. If you want to look at last years, we did a poor job of using the supplemental in the fall. The flat line carries back to the fall 2015. New club budget, as we know it’s similar to the contingency request budget hasn’t been utilized as well as it should be. New base budget account, we ended up infusing more money as it came down and flat lined. Committee budgets were ear marked over the summer, spring concert was ear marked over the summer, every major event was take money from For Use by Senate ended up coming out in a timely fashion. The ALS walk committee budgets, any kind of events, we did a better job of facilitating For Use By Senate. Operations is always difficult to determine, it doesn’t change much year to year. 2017 was a bigger hit because senate wanted to go in a $16,000 retreat. We ended up flat lining until the end of fiscal year after the business office took out payroll for UA and tallied account. Reserves, we flat lined last year and we did a better job this year in utilizing this year which we typically wouldn’t use the reserves account. Does anybody have any questions? Thank you.



Vice-President’s Report:

Cappiello: I have some quick housekeeping things, we made it to the last meeting and we’re all well I hope. If you want to volunteer for the spring concert, that includes new senators, please see me before the end of the day. There’s a mandatory meeting and I will find out when I finish my report. Stipends through SALD, the checks should be in next week. Looking back at this year we had 43 individuals serve as senator, there are only 36 seats so we had a rollover it seems like, more than last year. My 2 committee reports. Internal Affairs, we were able to revise both the constitution and bylaws. They are still not perfect, I hope somebody would like to redo them when I am not in charge of the committee. Side note, let’s actually follow the bylaws and constitution next year and not throw them to side when we don’t want to. Elections committee from 2016-2017. I need to report on this, apparently it was the right thing to do, during e board elections there was no one to talk to other than the senate, and no one knew what to do. Our president made all the decisions on elections, that’s alright, moving forward. Talk about hint-hint. Just a few other things, Chris Hazelton since he’s leaving us to graduate college. He was a great advisor, he helped us all along the way, anytime any committee needed things. Yes there were some hiccups, like elections on the link, minor details. I want to thank him from everything he did this year, and wish him the best of luck moving forward. Before I end my report, I want to talk about our president who is also leaving. I’d like to thank everyone who is leaving us for whatever reason. President Effend, Academic Affairs Chairman Wyatt Bosworth, Vice Chair of Academic Affairs Brian Nwafor, Student Life Vice Chair Zoe Grant, ALS Committee Chair Jake Goulas, Social Justice Committee Chairmain Chris Marinelli, and Senators Alexander, Correa, Desgazon, Henn, Khan, McSherry, Moreau, Ott, Plaskonka, Ribeiro, Simeone. I’d like to thank you for all for what you’ve contributed over the past year. Finally Jahmil, without you I really don’t think I’d be here today. You got my butt in gear last year and said, we need to go campaign, we can’t put up posters and expect for the best. That’s what I did and I won. He has stepped forth, really lead this senate in a great direction this year. He led the anti-discrimination, one of the biggest events on campus this year. He is graduating unless he wants a 3rd major. He came to be one of my best friends, and I know he’ll be there for advice when I need it. If we could have the new executive board up here, we did buy President Effend a nice gift. Thank you.


President Report
Effend: So the story ends here for this senate. I had a bunch of stuff I wanted to say, and now it’s even harder to say it. I’ll start with the thank yous. Thank you for your service, just thank you for your service. It’s been a long tough year, ups and downs, lefts and rights constantly. The filibuster, we all remember that. The walk out. Social Justice Committee. Empanadas. We killed COSGA and brought it back to life. The jerseys, the veto, and now my impeachment. It’s not official yet. Thank you Dr. T for being such a powerful presence in my life. I really can’t thank you enough, meting with you every week has really helped me as a leader. We talk about everything, we don’t even talk about business half of the time, we just laugh, I’m going to miss it. Chris Hazelton, thank you for the guidance, the leadership. Chris told me one time, he said, Jahmil you really should watch how loudly you speak sometimes, because you really don’t know how powerful your voice is until you’re using it. So I kept using it. Scott, thank you for being a role model to me. You truly are someone I look up to, it’s been a long year. I remember when I first met Scott, I was a freshmen and I wanted to start a club. When you want to start a club, he’ll shut you down. It was a football club, real expensive, I remember meeting him that day and thinking I can’t deal with this SALD director. And now I’m going to miss Scott so much. The advice he’s given to me, the times pulled me aside, it’s truly meant a lot to me. Chris, VP Cappiello, thanks for keeping me in line all year. Everyone gives me all this credit as if I did all the work, in reality it was Chris doing all the work, and me standing there taking all the credit. Thank you so much. One of the best decisions we made was running together last year. Brendan, Treasurer Kruh, we’ve had so many battles back and forth. Early on in the year I went to the budget office because I was tired of Brendan not getting me the numbers on the reserve account. He yelled at me and I asked him why he was so mad, now he’s going to be the president and he’ll be mad next year because Chris doesn’t have the reserves numbers. Thank you so much, you’ve meant the world to me, you’ve been a great friend. You were one of my mentors when I joined senate, I’m going to miss serving with you. Thank you senate for giving me the second chance to say goodbye. Everyone saw me two weeks ago, broken hearted, done, you refused to let me impeach myself. *laughter. I really want to say thank you to all of you. I have a couple cool things I want to say but now my glasses are covered in tears. I’m honored to have worked with so many passionate leaders. I say passionate, because you guys have inspired me every single day to work as hard as I could to lead this campus. When I walked into that office and I saw a smiling face or someone stressed, I wanted to make sure to take care of you guys. I wanted to keep that smile on your face, I wanted to relieve the stress. We’ve had so many battles on this senate floor. I want us to take a moment and look around the room, the people we’re sitting next to, and understand and recognize this group will never be together again. It will never have the opportunity to serve alongside each other again. It’s a powerful thing what we did this year. Everyone’s talked about the accomplishments of the committees and that they’ve had. To me the greatest accomplishment I’ve had is creating leaders. I sit here and look around this room seeing leaders. In the community, leaders in everything we do. If I’m going to miss anything about graduating, it’s that I won’t have the opportunity to serve with you guys anymore. It has been a privilege and an honor to be the president of this group. Knowing that I won’t return next week, next year, knowing that there is nothing left for me to do because you guys will carry this campus forward. I can speak for the seniors when I say, you will carry this campus forward to better places and new heights. We’ve accomplished so much as a group this year. So much. I really want you to understand that we’ve been successful. For the last time on the record, success is the magnitude of beneficial footprint you leave on society. This senate has been successful. This senate has changed lives, reached out to the community, done things that have never been done before. This senate has battled left and right on this floor, point of orders here and there, throw some out of the meeting and maybe have to call the cops. The amazing thing is through that conflict we have created something so special. We argued so much this year that the product we’ve produced for this campus is that much more amazing. I’m going to miss this. I’m going to miss being president, but I know you guys will be better next year. So this is where the story ends for some of us, and it continues for others. To the future senate good luck, fight passionately to make your dreams a reality. If SALD says its not possible say yes anyways, sorry Scott. Don’t settle for anything less than what you desire. Passion is powerful, but listening will create life on this campus. Never forget why you’re here, what made you run, what made you want to serve this campus. When it’s all said and done and you walk away from this, you will know you did everything in your power to make this campus better. Leave it in a better situation than you received it. You made this campus better because you committed your time, effort, and energy into this. I’m so sad right now because I know I’m never going to serve with you guys again. Remember this moment. Remember each other. Remember we are all committed to the same goal. To further our higher education, to make Central the best campus in this state, to make each other better. Thank you all. *Applause



New Business

Effend: moving on the new business, we have a couple line items I’d like to see on a consent agenda. But before we do that, I am just not in a condition to chair this portion of the meeting, so I’m going to pass the chair to Stephen Dew

Dew: we are now on new business, order order, calm yourselves we have to hear the new business of the day

SG17-187: Motion to create a consent agenda of items A and B (Cappiello, Long).

A. Motion to approve Karate Club’s Line Item change in the amount of $614.74 from Accommodations to Other.
B. Motion to approve Japanese American Cultural Club’s Line item change in the amount of $225 from Spring Contingency to Events Registration.

They are good, pass the line items.

Dew: We are on points against. Hearing none we’ll take a vote by rollcall

Y: 30 – P Effend, VP Cappiello, Aguilera, Alexander, Begic, Bierwirth, Bosworth, Britto, Butt, Carangui, Coleman, Cusano, Fruin, Gorman, Hussan, Khan, Long, Marinelli, Maya, McSherry,, Mitchell, Moreau, Nazario, Nwafor, Ott, Plaskonka, Ribeiro, Sejdiraj, Simeone, Solano
N: 0
A: 0
Motion Passes

Dew: that consent agenda passes, we are back onto new business

SG17-188: Motion to donate in accordance with our bylaws, 20% of the total amount of money remaining in each SG account (with the exception of SG9010,) not to exceed a total of $20,000 to the SGA Scholarship Endowment (Cappiello, Aguilera).

It’s good.

Dew: are there any points against the motion? Hearing none we shall take this to a vote by roll call

Y: 31 - P Effend, VP Cappiello, T Kruh, Aguilera, Alexander, Begic, Bierwirth, Bosworth, Britto, Butt, Carangui, Coleman, Cusano, Fruin, Gorman, Hussan, Khan, Long, Marinelli, Maya, McSherry,, Mitchell, Moreau, Nazario, Nwafor, Ott, Plaskonka, Ribeiro, Sejdiraj, Simeone, Solano
N: 0
A: 0
Motion Passes

Effend: I’ll take back the chair now. We are back onto new business

SG17-189: Motion to ratify the 2017 Election Results (Bosworth, Nwafor).

The only thing I’ll say, I forgot to thank our UA. Without Alexa, we do not do anything. Remember that, she is the back bone of this organization, our minutes, everything like that. So Alexa, good luck to you and thank you for everything you’ve done. *Applause

Pagnani: thank you so much

Effend: Are there any points against this motion. Hearing none we’ll bring this to a Vote by Voice

Unanimous Pass



Tordenti: I just want to take a moment, let you know truly, how much I have enjoyed working with this body, and to express my sincere gratitude to all of you for your hard work and dedication. I know you have to be proud of yourselves. Your decisions truly have changed the lives of students on campus and that’s what it’s all about. You’ve all grown a lot and you know, I’ve grown a lot too and so is Scott. Always, always, always we learn from you. Your intelligence, passion, insight, courage, dedication, sometimes I leave here and it truly amazes me. You are all so impressive. President Effend, I will miss you my friend. I enjoyed our meetings, we laugh a lot but in terms of the quiet strength of your leadership, your oratory skills, your modesty, vision, and advocacy for student body and colleagues even when it’s been difficult. I commend you. It’s been an interesting year and this is a powerful body. I think the campus certainly, the students, and the entire campus community are richer for having you serving as leaders. On behalf of the president and the entire division of student affairs, I want to let you know how much we appreciate your service. *Applause



Kruh: Dr. Tordenti has to swear us all in, e board individually and then all of you will rise and repeat the oath of office. 

*Oaths individually by President Kruh, Vice President Cusano, Treasurer Cappiello.
*Oaths in unison by Senators Elect

Roll Call: President Kruh, Vice President Cusano, Treasurer Cappiello, Senators Aguilera, Angelopoulos, Begic, Bierwirth, Britto, Butt, Carangui, Cardoso, Coleman, Constanza, Daniels, Dew, Fruin, Gorman, Hernandez, Hussan, Long, Maya, Mitchell, Muka, Nazario, Sales, Sejdiraj, Solano, Theriault

Excused: Aguilar, Diaz, Morin, Rose, Rozio

Meeting formally called to order at 5:05pm


Public Hearing
Hazan: welcome everyone, whenever we have a new senate I just like to introduce myself. I’m Scott Hazan, the director of Student Activities and Leadership Development, I’m the advisor to the senate along with Chris Hazelton but he’s leaving so you don’t need to know him. And obviously Dr. Tordenti the Vice President of Student affairs. I really look forward to working with all of you. This body is an incredibly important body on campus, it has the opportunity to do amazing and great things here. So the SALD looks forward to working with you all. Despite what you may have heard we don’t always say no. We just like to challenge, that’s part of the role, to challenge you to think and pursue your dreams, goals, and desires. We will be challenging at times but it is with intention. Our doors are always open, so please always come. *Applause

Kruh: is there anyone else for public hearing? 


President’s Report
Kruh: I’ve been doing a lot of reflecting, being in this seat this is surreal right now. Constantly I’m seeing red lights in my head making sure I’m saying the right thing and making sure my tone is appropriate. I want to make a promise to this body. This isn’t going to be The Brendan Kruh Show. I guarantee you that. I want this senate to be your senate. The real power of this senate lies within the senators. It lies within the chairs, vice chairs, and the differences they make on this campus. In order to have any vehicle function and operate effectively, it takes all of the moving parts. I thought about a clever analogy, a ship. I might be at the helm of this ship trying to direct us through storms and clear waters, away from rocks, and into port. But the ship wouldn’t move without each of you. That needs to be remembered throughout this year. I don’t want to be the individual who says this is what senates going to do, this is how we’re going to take it and accomplish. That’s up to each and every one of you. For the senators who already have strong voices, its time I don’t have a voice anymore. I think that’s important for this body. Over the years, I’ve had a strong voice and at times it has overshadowed other people. I really want to make this senate into something you can grow from, something you can be pleased to be a part of, something to find your own leadership as I’ve found. I know that he’s left the room, but Jahmil really mentored me this year. I mentioned Wyatt, but the most fundamental growth for me came this year in realizing as I did in a Dear World aspect, it’s good to know when to speak, and better to know when Not to speak. It’s your turn to speak and my turn to listen. That’s what I want to impart from the get go. We need to look towards the future and what this senate will look like. I’d like to see mutual respect within this room, and very academic debate where individuals can act in parliamentary procedure, almost at times like the well behaved parliament of England, with saying my honorable friend, Miss and Mrs. Chair, sorry I’m still nervous. I think mutual respect for one other has to be forefront. With that said, another individual who is not in the room, something this senate I would like to challenge you to strive for, is to have conversations outside of this room and figure out how you want to vote and conduct behavior in a way that it isn’t taking away from the efficiency of senate. It’s important that happens. As individuals talk to one another outside of senate, not only are they learning ahead of time what one another’s positions are, and then expediting the process, they’re also having the opportunity to have more interaction with that person. We don’t have to be the best of friends, but to effectively work together we need to know where we’re coming from and what drives each of us. Having these conversations will aid us as much as possible. I want to talk about SJC for a moment. It’s not a big hidden secret that there was some strife in last year’s senate with the direction of this coming year. I want to be honest, put my cards on the table, I’m a huge advocate for Social Justice. I think it belongs on senate, however, I don’t think that right now at this meeting is the time for us to establish the committee. I’ve talked to multiple individuals and I’d like to see at retreat, all of us sitting in an unformal setting hashing out what the expectations will be. How it will operate and facilitate its programs. I think that’s the best recourse. As I said, I would like to talk about that on retreat. Additionally, as it’s been pointed out last year, a lot of the committees have broad umbrellas about what they do currently, and it needs to be refined a little more. Something I recognize in going to the state capitol on Friday was this SG especially facing tumultuous times in consolidation with the system into one office and the increased tuition cuts, we need to focus on being able to form a collective to go and lobby our legislatures. To get our students that are not involved, involved. I really think Academic Affairs in the past has done a phenomenal job in trying to do that and they have been successful as Wyatt talked about. However, I think AA in its new found growth and passion which has gone into focusing on academics can’t be lost in this time of uncertainty at a statewide level. Another committee I’d like to talk about forming over retreat, is External Affairs, which would focus solely on state government at legislatures in Hartford, focus on the city of New Britain, talking to legislatures, working to ensure that ordinances in the town and city won’t harm our students, making sure we advocate on bills that will impact our students. I think with that each and every one of us can empower other students to have a bigger part and really give that piece of the pie as much of our attention as possible. I know there is concern if we make more committees, it’s going to take away from the function of other committees. That’s not what I want to see with this. The vision is what we do, we are buckets around an umbrella, and as rain falls on the umbrella it is sorted into different buckets. We are passionate about different buckets and making sure they are brought to fruition and handled as they come along. So I don’t see external affairs having set membership, except maybe a chair and vice chair. I see it as a collective ad hoc where everybody that’s interested when there is legislation, when there is unfavorable housing ordinances, something everybody can rally behind and use to carry the torch through campus, attract more students, and then bring it to that light. That’s the way I’m looking at this this coming year. I’d be happy to talk about it further after the meeting. In terms of retreat, we are looking in the middle of July. Our current options are to stay on campus which would be about $5,000, or go elsewhere. Some places we’ve looked elsewhere are ranging from $7-9,000 on the low end. It’s up to this body to decide, I don’t think e board should be deciding student funds, I think it should be the body itself. With that said, I’ll end my report and pass it onto Vice President Cusano.



Vice President’s Report:
Cusano: hi, we have name cards done for the new senators. I also have constitutions, bylaws, and senator W9 forms. They’ll be coming around. For the new senators that got them last night, you don’t have to fill another one out. The W9 you do have to fill out. For the info sheet please make sure you put any dietary restrictions.

Hernandez: POI: when does the W9 need to be filled by?

Cusano: by today if possible. Whenever you get them done please bring them to me. I’ll be here over the summer. After this meeting please continue to the office to get your SGA polo, they are in. Next week, Wednesday May 3rd, we’re having an event in the student circle from 3-6pm, it’s an ice cream social Meet the Senate. It gives students the opportunity to meet us. Wear your polos please so students can pick us out and know that’s a senator. That event is to build connections with each other but also to make new friends with students and for clubs to meet us. I’d like for clubs to fill out a form saying they came and for them to give us their 3 top picks for a liaison. This way we’re accommodating to the clubs and not ourselves. We’re here for the clubs, they’re not here for us. It is a mandatory event, seeing as we don’t have a meeting, this is in place of it. For the event like I said, we’re going to have an ice cream social, there will be tables for each committee and run by the chairs and vice chairs, as well as any committee members. There will be music from the Radio Station and yard games because we’re also here to have fun. That’s all I have, thank you. 


Treasurer’s Report:
Cappiello: I don’t see any money coming out of the account but the balances are, 

Account Balances

Contingency 		SG9016 $4,764.06
Supplemental 	SG9017 $2,064.26
New Base Budget 	SG9018 $903.62
For Use By Senate 	SG9195 $787.67
Operations 		SG9120 $49,255.45
Reserves 		SG9010 $13,462.48

Like I said before, I don’t see any money coming out. If you look under new business, You’ll see two very important motions need to be made. First, taking the budget for next year and dispersing it into the correct accounts according to our bylaws. And the second one is about base budgets. I emailed a lengthy document to every one of every base budget allocation and a cover letter that will be sent to the clubs by our UA so they know what their budget is assuming they are approved. If any club comes in and asks about the budget and you’re not sure the answer of a question, please direct it to a former finance member. Other than that, I don’t have anything left.


Unfinished Business
None

New Business

SG18-001: Motion to approve Item A, the 2017-2018 fiscal budget of $913,500 (Cappiello, Long).

A. Motion to approve the 2017-2018 fiscal year budget of $913,500.00 based on the university’s projected enrollment of 14,500 full time matriculated under graduate students, which is multiplied by a $63.00 student activity fee per student. The account breakdowns should be as follows; Thirteen percent (13%)($118,755.00) of the funds available shall be designated for the SGA Senate discretionary reserves and placed in Senate Account SG9195. Eleven percent (11%)($100,485.00) of the funds available shall be designated for SGA Operations and placed in SGA Operations Account SG9120. Seventy-six percent (76%)($694,260.00) of the funds available shall be designated for club funding and placed in account SG9015. 
 
Furthermore, the Finance Committee’s money shall be dispersed into sub-accounts by the following percentages. Eighty-two percent (82%)($569,293.20) of the money will remain in SG9015 for Base Budget Allocations. Twelve percent (12%)($83,311.20.00) of the money shall be reserved for Contingency Funding in SG9016. Three percent (3%)($20,827.80) of the money shall be reserved for Supplemental Funding in SG9017.Three percent (3%)($20,827.80) of the money shall be reserved for New Club Budgets in SG9018. 


Point of order Nazario

Cappiello: I know that was a long motion. These numbers will be published so I don’t expect anyone to remember them off of their head. We can use them for next year after July 1st  we can withdraw from any of these accounts. We cannot spend any money prior to July 1 as that will cause the SGA to be audited by the state, and we don’t want.

Kruh: Points against 

Bierwirth: friendly amendment, replace the 2016 mentioned by the treasurer with 2017 

Kruh: if there are no objections that friendly amendment will hold, and it will state 2017.

Cusano: friendly amendment to add the stipulation that any additional money remaining from media board will be placed in reserves until Student Government deems where it goes.

Kruh: Are there any objections to the motion?

Carangui: POI: what’s the reasoning for that?

Kruh: it’s a friendly amendment so we can’t necessarily do a POI, you can object to the friendly amendment and we can make an actual amendment. I’m learning, go ahead, ask it

Carangui: POI to Cappiello: could you explain the purpose of this?

Cappiello: if the president allows I’ll yield to Scott Hazan as he knows more background

Hazan: there is a possibility with senate that the way the SAF was submitted to the Board of Regents that the media board was not included in that, so we are still working on the details of that. But there is the possibly that additional funds will go into SGA because the media board did not raise in their fee. If that’s the case, we want to have something in the motion that says if additional money comes in, it will go into reserves until Senate decides an appropriate use for it.

Kruh: Points against the motion? Hearing none we’ll take this to a vote by roll call

Y: 26 – VP Cusano, T Cappiello, Aguilera, Begic, Bierwirth, Britto, Butt, Carangui, Cardoso, Coleman, Constanza, Daniels, Dew, Fruin, Gorman, Hernandez, Hussan, Long, Maya, Mitchell, Muka, Nazario, Sales, Sejdiraj, Solano, Theriault
N: 0
A: 0
Motion Passes

Kruh: we are back onto new business

SG18-002: Motion to approve the 2017-2018 fiscal year club budget allocations in the amount of $669,797.75; with $569,293.20 coming from the budget account SG9015, and $100,504.55 being supplemented from our reserve account SG9010 (Dew, Fruin).

As stated previously, from last year we funded clubs at about 50%, this year that basically went up to 75%. This is the biggest increase the SAF has seen. This should pass if there aren’t any arguments against it.

Kruh: Points against the motion? Hearing none we’ll take this to a vote by roll call

Y: 27 - VP Cusano, T Cappiello, Aguilera, Angelopoulos, Begic, Bierwirth, Britto, Butt, Carangui, Cardoso, Coleman, Constanza, Daniels, Dew, Fruin, Gorman, Hernandez, Hussan, Long, Maya, Mitchell, Muka, Nazario, Sales, Sejdiraj, Solano, Theriault
N: 0
A: 0
Motion Passes

Kruh: the base budgets for 2017-2018 will pass as presented *Applause


Open Floor 
Kruh: I would like to open the nomination process for finance committee

Begic: I nominate Gabriella Bierwirth for Vice Chair

Bierwirth: I accept

Britto: I’d like to nominate Jailene Nazario

Nazario: No

Long: I’d like to nominate Senator Mitchell

Mitchell: Yes

Hussan: I would like to nominate Estefania Maya

Maya: I respectfully decline

Kruh: are there any other nominations at this time? Hearing none I officially close the nomination process, the two nominees are Senator Bierwirth and Senator Mitchell. You each have 5 minutes to speak on behalf of your nominated position. Since Senator Bierwirth was nominated first, she will go first, and Senator Mitchell will follow. After they’ve had their 5 minutes each, we will then have a blind ballot vote throughout senate. They have to win by majority of 50+1% to assume the position. Since there are two of them someone will win by majority, but if not what would happen is they are each given 2 more minutes to talk again. Is everyone clear on this parliamentary procedure?

Bierwirth: I’ve been on the finance committee for 2 years now, which is my whole time on Senate so far. I can’t picture being anywhere else at this point, no matter what happens, pardon language, ass off *point of order for the committee and for the senate. I will take my job seriously, I will always work for what I believe is best for the students that we are representing. Thank you.

Mitchell: I’m going to start with a joke, the current treasurer can’t do math as we have witnessed during base budgets, and since 2nd grade I have not gotten lower than an A in math class. This is my first year on this senate, but that doesn’t mean I wasn’t on senates in the past. I used to go to Salve Regina University, and I wasn’t on the finance committee but I served as an advisor to their finance committee. I was the one that went behind doors to make sure every motion made fiscal sense. We needed to keep that fiscally responsible because the past treasurer of that university blew it up because he didn’t know anything about finance, so I had to keep him in line. Now for club funding, we need to keep it as liberal as possible. I say this because these clubs on our campus, we have the money to give them everything they need to purse their passions and interests. I can work with the treasurer and make this the best possible fiscal year on campus. Whether it’s pursuing interests, I want to make these students in clubs succeed as much as they can so when they leave CCSU that Cappiello-Mitchell team made us find what we believe in and have a successful life after that. Please vote for me for vice chair, I’m still going to try to get on the committee like Senator Bierwirth said. I would like to yield the rest of my time to Senator Long who nominated me

Long: this is a little unorthodox, I’ve known Tom for about a year now -

Kruh: I’m sorry Senator Long, only one individual can speak to a nomination given the bylaws. Please cast your ballot, Director Hazan has offered to collect the ballots. We’ll now open nominations for the chair of Academic Affairs. 

Aguilera: I nominate Jalal Butt

Butt: I do not accept but I appreciate it

Long: I nominate Stephen Dew for Academic Affairs Chair

Dew: I accept

Britto: I nominate John Coleman

Coleman: I accept

Kruh: are there any further nominations? Hearning none I now close the nomination process, since Senator Dew was the first to be nominated he will now have 5 minutes to speak

Dew: this is a rather daunting task, the people who this held position for the past 2 years have my great respect. I’m sad to see they’re now gone. They have to move on, and I have to move forward, stepping up to the plate to represent this campus. I don’t want this position per se, I’m not here to meet some personal goals or ego. I’m merely here to serve students. We have a lot of problems on this campus. There are students who can’t afford textbooks, who have to drop a class because they can’t afford that textbook. Something I would do as Chair is carry on with Open Educational Resources, making sure faculty adopt those general elections so students of low income can afford to come here for their education. I also want to push forward the text.com initiative, because I think having an alternative to the book store empowers students. If we allow that movement to take off, students will find not only the cheapest option but amongst a larger scale we’ll help each other forward. When it comes to advising, I think we could improve the process. When I’ve gone into advising, my advisor is on sabbatical and I don’t know until I email the chair and they didn’t even know they left. When it comes to the board of regents, administration, and faculty, I will be as honest as possible. If there are things we agree with the BOR and what they’re doing, we should absolutely say the SG agrees with you, but we should also be willing to disagree with them. The same goes for administration, and faculty because at the end of the day, they’re not the ones that make this campus, it’s us the students. All of us in this room have to make that difference. Yes, only 1,000 people voted for us, those are the people that are active. The people who don’t vote and we are supposed to be representing are the single parents who work and struggle to afford education, they’re the students who come from low income backgrounds and want to pursue a degree but feels the system doesn’t work for them. A college education shouldn’t only be accessed by those having family connections or wealth. It should be able to be accessed by every individual inside this room, outside this room, and in the state. When it comes to making representations outside this campus, I want to continue working with other SGs in the CSU system. If we stick together and formulate a message, I think as a system we can make a difference and let the state legislature know how much dire streets we are in. We are strong together, I absolutely believe in that. 

Coleman: I want to start we have been very lucky to have the great effort put forth by last year’s leadership. Wyatt and Brian leaving hurts a bit. The way I see it, I do think the lobbying is important. I agree with what Brendan said* President Kruh said this new effort deserves it’s own committee. We have a lot of issues on the home front of this campus that we need to tackle. Affordability in a more general sense. Its great that we’ve paved the way with this OER to come back. But there are other costs associated with education that make it hard for people. We have to look into software for math and economic classes. We need to look into the prices of visual arts classes, those materials and supplies costs add up. It’s up to the SG to look into those issues and see what can be cut to keep it affordable for this student body. We do need to look into the advising process. Every one of us has had or known somebody who has had a less than satisfactory advising experience. That’s not acceptable. I was fortunate to serve as SGA’s representative on the faculty senate committee on academic advising, and a lot of the attitude that went into the academic advising panel, is students don’t understand. I agree to an extent. But I think the advisors need to understand, without us there is no university. The students pay. We invest our time and future in this school and the advising process needs to be fixed. Accessibility, the SG, we know what we do is important. We need to make sure we’re connecting with the students, to make sure their concerns are our concerns and we advocate for them. We need to make sure that we’re looking at transfer students, at freshmen, at commuters, at part time students, these are all students that matter and we can’t let them slip through the cracks. My vision is to collaborate with PA to get feedback and host events to have forums and meaningful discussions with students to see what we need to tackle. An old Boy Scout advisor had a saying, “Failure is not an option.” This committee on the SGA is the only group doing this kind of work and tackles these kinds of issues. It’s critical we succeed, but if we don’t do it no one else will. I have big ambitious goals for this committee. I’m going to challenge this committee. I want to commit to three things. I commit to keeping the group united, we need to work on getting out of our own lane and reaching consensus so instead of battling each other, and we’re battling the issues we face. I’m going to commit to looking forward, we have one thing on our plate but we always need to see what the next step is to transition into that and have a productive year. And I’m going to commit to keeping the spirit of academic advocacy alive on this campus. There’s a deficit when we lose people like Wyatt. I’m at a loss for words to describe what we’ve lost when we lose him. The only way we can challenge that and fill those shoes is to work together as a committee. We need committee collaboration, collaboration across the SGA, and we need to get students involved in the process, because they care and they don’t always know what they can ask for. We do. The work we do matters. These are the ideas I bring to the table, if you agree with this I humbly ask for your vote of chair of this committee. Thank you.

Kruh: Please submit your votes. I’m proud to congratulate Senator Bierwirth on becoming the new vice chair of the finance committee. *Applause. 18 votes casted for Senator Bierwirth, 8 votes casted for Senator Mitchell. We’ll skip going through vice chair, and go to Chair of Public Affairs

Long: POI – if someone wanted to run for vice chair, they would’ve had to run for chair?

Kruh: No

Cusano: I nominate Senator Fruin

Fruin: I accept

Sales: I’d like to nominate Senator Long

Long: I think I’m good, thanks though

Kruh: are there any other nominations? At this point nominations will be closed, would you like to speak?

Fruin: I still would love to speak, I prepared something so I’d like to express what my plans are for PA. Thank you Vice President Cusano, that sounds so good saying that, for nominating me. My name is Kassandra Fruin, this is my 3rd year going into senate. I’m the outgoing PA chair, and assuming now the incoming PA chair, so thank you. I love the Public Affairs committee. PA creates the face of this senate. We help set the tone and aid the look of SG. Coming into this academic year I was not the chair, I was a regular member with a lot of passion for the group. Due to the direction at the beginning of the semester, leadership and members had a big hiccup and made mistakes that could have been prevented. A large event had flopped and left our committee sinking. After much discussion with administration, the committee, and senate as a whole, our PA chair stepped down from their position. It was a bittersweet moment, but the old senate unanimously elected me as the new PA chair. I was able to adjust quickly, take on goals of the committee and make them a reality. Under the guidance of me as a chair, the committee was able to completely turn around. As a committee we were able to get over 80 applied to NCLC, a conference we fully fund on campus. We were able to market homecoming week and make the SGA talent show one of the most successful events of the fall semester. We were able to promote our multiple elections along with having the most voter turnout we’ve seen in years. For the next PA committee, I have a new vision and a huge challenge to oversee. First I want to challenge the new PA committee to step back from programming and set plans to fire up the marketing and promotions of this senate. As chair I will make one of PA’s priorities to change the direction of promotions and implement new initiatives. One idea I’d love to see flourish is being more visible and making our students aware of what’s going on on-campus. Not only should SGA promote our events and what we’re doing on campus, but we should be promoting our organizations, students, clubs, and athletics. I want PA to develop the concept of showcasing the amazing things we do in the SGA, and the amazing things other organizations do on this campus. I want PA to guide the SGA on making campus community livelier and open to all students. In addition, I want PA to be the vessel on strengthening relationships between students and SGA. The e board has programmed an event next week on meeting the new SGA. I’d like to take their initiative one step further, by having a campaign based on rebranding the SGA. Making us more visible and approachable. Finally I want to have the much needed discussion with whoever is the vice chair, about standing rules for PA and the ultimate goal of the committee. Something we struggled with this year was finding what PA stood for. I really hope this year we can take a solid stance on what we want to do as a committee, and thank you for your time. I really appreciate it. Thank you.

Kruh: it might seem a little ridiculous but we still need to do a paper ballot for the chair of PA. The results of the Academic Affairs Chairman election are, I’d like to congratulate Senator Coleman on being the new chairman of Academic Affairs *Applause. It was a close race, Senator Coleman received 15 votes, and Senator Dew received 12 votes. Looking at the time most of you know, we leave here at 6. Unless they kick us out we aren’t leave until we’re done with this. That said, while it’s counted for the PA chair position, we will then go back to the Vice Chair of Academic Affairs. I now open nominations 

Cappiello: I nominate Senator Dew

Dew: I accept

Mitchell: I nominate Senator Nazario

Nazario: Yes

Aguilera: Jalal Butt

Butt: I accept

Kruh: are there any other nominations? Hearing none I will close the nomination process. Each individual will have 5 minutes to speak starting with Senator Dew

Dew: I’ve already stated why I’d want to be chair of AA. I’m glad to put name forward for vice chair. I do have experience of being vice chair of the finance committee. It would be a change of one committee to another. The same passion lies in the last argument I made.

Nazario: Last year I talked to the past years vice chair and chair, and I saw the vision they wanted for CCSU and for Academic Affairs committee. I loved it, I started going to many other events and meetings they’ve hosted regarding open resource textbooks. I was at most of their meetings this month including ones at the library with professors, I also went to the state capital. I talked to Wyatt and the connections he had. Because I’m a finance major I want to branch off and do more with this campus, set higher standards for CCSU and this committee. I love what they’re doing with this committee so it would be my honor to be next year’s vice chair.

Butt: I’m a physics and engineering major, I have 2 more years until I graduate. Being in the engineering department, I’ve had the opportunity to see the university academic issues amplify in the engineering department. Things like low graduate rates, high textbook costs, class registration. I ran 1.5 years ago for senate, and I ran on a platform of addressing a lot of these issues we see throughout the university. A lot of people join senate to help club funding and to increase campus activity, and those are great things. But I’m specific to running on the platform for academics. I’ve been on the Academic Affairs committee for 1.5 years now, I understand the vision of the committee and as a lot of people have highlighted in this meeting, we’ve lost some big shoes in this organization, Wyatt Bosworth and Brian Nwafor. I think one of the keys to the successes of this committee was the long term leadership. At the beginning 2 years ago when I started and Wyatt and Brian were the chairs, there wasn’t a lot of direction but we gained a lot of direction when we set trajectories through lowering the costs of textbooks, things like better academic mapping, open syllabi online. I think one thing that long term leadership did was had an effect on transition between senates. The trajectories set at the beginning of their leadership wasn’t lost, and it was easy to transition forward. I have been serving on the committee for the past year and a half. I was one of the few that wanted to serve on the committee. I’m well versed with the vision the academic affairs has, and I have a good understanding of a lot of academic issues that have not been brought to light yet and intend to bring them to light in terms of academics. I ask for your vote, thank you.

Kruh: while VP Cusano collects the ballots, the results of the Public Affairs chair election are 26 votes for Kassandra Fruin and 1 no vote, so congratulations *Applause. The room doesn’t have another occupant until 9pm so we still have time. At this point in time I would like to open nominations to the Vice Chair of Public Affairs

Begic: I nominate Dante Solano for Vice Chair of PA

Solano: I do not accept

Fruin: I would like to nominate Senator Long

Long: I accept

Britto: I nominate Sawera Hussan

Hussan: I respectfully decline

Nazario: I nominate Senator Aguilera

Aguilera: I respectfully decline thank you

Kruh: are there any other nominations for the vice chair of PA? Hearing no further nominations, I am closing the nominations process, Senator Long would you like to speak?

Long: you all know me I love to speak, I just want to say I love people. I love talking to people, I love connecting with, and one thing senate can do is connecting the campus. Making a better, more well connected campus. There are a lot of things I love about the community here. I noticed certain groups don’t talk to each other, and a microcosm of that is this senate. Student Life, Academic Affairs, Public Affairs, and our ad hoc committees, they all do important work. An idea that went around last year that I hope does not come back next year, is one or two committees do more important work than others, I disagree with it. All committees do things that are important. All the committees have jobs that are essential. The reason I say that is because Wyatt mentioned, he thought I was on AA because I went to every meeting, near the end, I went to more student life meetings. The direction as Senator Coleman mentioned is for PA, to help promote events, whoever the chair and vice chair are for Student Life I hope it becomes the same thing. I think the senate is great, we just need to learn to talk to each other sometimes. I really appreciate the change to work with all of you. Thank you all for the opportunity.

Kruh: the outcome of the Vice chair was not definitive, Senator Dew received 12, Senator Butt received 11, and Senator Nazario received 3. With one abstention, meaning in a run off, Senator Nazario is eliminated. And now for the Academic Affairs Vice Chair position, each individual will have 2 minutes to speak again. Since Senator Dew led last time, Senator Butt will go first.

Butt: I’ve served on this committee for a year and a half now, I’ve worked with the chairman and vice chairman. One thing that bothered us is that chairman, vice chairman and the committee in general have set a foundation going forward. One of the biggest fears was that that foundation would be lost. I’m the only senator who has served on this committee for as long as it has. I think I can bring a lot to the table and keep the foundation vision there in same way and enhance it. I urge you to keep the foundation alive. Thank you.

Dew: I’ll say vote for me, that way I don’t get a point of order because I’m going to do something out of the ordinary. In the first ballot for the vice chair I didn’t vote for myself. I voted for Senator Butt. You might be able to say I have the passion, but he has the experience and he knows what he’s talking about. There comes a time as a student leader that you have to take a step back, and sometimes you have to learn the hard way, but I’m happy to learn this way. The passion in this room of those who came on just after me is absolutely intense and it’s amazing. I urge all of you to really step up to the plate, I’m still going to shout and holler and be that person. I’ll still make sure I hold each of you to the fire, but you’re going to hit a nerve coming here. I urge all of you to vote for Senator Butt as I have on this ballot. Thank you.

Kruh: VP Cusano will collect the votes. The results for the PA Vice chair, Senator Long received 22 votes in favor, and 3 votes were cast as no vote. Congratulations Senator Long *Applause. While it is tabulated for AA vice chair, we will now move to Student Life committee chair nominations

Angelopoulous: I’d like to nominate Senator Britto

Britto: I accept

Bierwirth: I nominate Senator Begic

Begic: yeah

Kruh: are there any other nominations? Hearing none I will now close the nomination process. Senator Britto will be given 5 minutes to speak

Britto: hello senate, there are 2 really big focuses I have for student life, that is scholarships and programming. For those of you that have run against me, you know scholarships is the first thing I tackled on my four point platform. The first thing I want to do is try to increase scholarship amounts. I also want to introduce those grants for undocumented students. For programing, as you heard from the past and present PA chair, that PA will be taking a step back from programing, and that’s where I see Student Life picking that up. It is our job to program these events for students, and who better to serve as chair than a former CAN program director. I have done so many events on this campus, not necessarily through the SGA but through other organizations, and I am extremely capable of doing that for student life as well. A big thing that being chair for this committee is that it’s not just want I want, but what we want. I know there are other senators that ran with me for scholarships, I hope they also end up on student life so we can rally together on increases. For people who like to program, stud life is a home for you. Stud life to me was always more laid back, more inviting and hopefully if you see me as chair that will continue to happen, thank you for the nomination.

Begic: my name is Sedina, I’m a junior this will be my third year on senate. For the past 2 years I’ve been on two committees, Finance and Stud Life for a few months now. I’m not going to give you some bullshit excuse *point of order, so what I want to do, is mainly 3 platforms. We did a wellness week and I collaborated with Senator Sejdiraj and basically it was a roses for wellness, the first day after spring break. Not only the night before we had 200 roses and some of senate helping curl ribbon or attaching quotes to roses, but I want to pull that off and have an even more successful spring wellness week but I want to bring in a fall wellness week. For me mainly the flowers and the committee candle vigil, but I mainly want it to happen in the fall when we’re all stressed out. It’s the saddest season ever, so I do want to pull off a carnations day collaborating with this flower shop that we collaborated with in the spring because we got a good discount, and promoting this great small business we also got a huge discount. For anyone who doesn’t know, COSGA was a conference and I learned a lot from it. I learned that I want to do a rental closet for students, because we’re all trying to get interviews, we need button downs, and business skirts, heels, blazers, business shoes. We need a rental closet, some business clothes. By having this implemented if I get chair or anyone, I want this pushed through stud life because it’s great for students who don’t have accessibility to get these things that can be used for interviews. They can rent them and bring them back. Third thing, coffee talks are popular and very good, thank you Amanda. What I learned from the conference is I want to have student life do a themed coffee talk each month. Thank you for the nominations and no matter who gets chair I’ll still be on the committee. 

Kruh: VP Cusano will now collect the ballots. I would like to congratulate Senator Butt on being elected the Vice Chair of Academic Affairs, Senator Butt received 16 votes while Senator Dew received 10. 

Hernandez: while we are waiting may I make a general comment?

Kruh: Sure

Hernandez: I just wanted to thank everyone, this is my first year as a senator and I want to thank everyone, especially my girls, the past Senator Correa and Senator Desgazon. They believed in me and Elect Her went very well, so I want to thank everyone in senate, and I look forward to working with all of you and President Kruh. Thank you.

Kruh: we’ll go to open floor as this is tabulated and back to the vice chair nomination of Student Life. Anything else for open floor?

Cusano: I’d like to appoint my vice chair for internal affairs, Senator Solano

Solano: I accept, thank you

Kruh: the results of the Student Life Chair, congratulations Senator Britto, you received 17 votes and Senator Begic received 9 votes *Applause. I’d now like to formally open the nomination for vice chair of Student Life

Fruin: I would like to nominate Senator Begic

Begic: no 

Cappiello: Senator Carangui

Carangui: I respectfully decline

Begic: I nominate Sejdiraj

Sejdiraj: I respectfully decline

Nazario: I nominate Constanza

Constanza: I accept 

Dew: I nominate Amanda Gorman

Gorman: I politely decline

Britto: I nominate Jailene Nazario

Nazario: I decline

Kruh: are there any other nominations for the Vice Chair of Student Life. I am closing the nominations process, you will now be given 5 minutes to speak

Constanza: hello everyone, this is my first day on senate, as everyone knows I ran for president a month ago. What I noticed when campaigning, not a lot of people care about this school. I can tell you right now the sector of students I come from are from students who originally did not care, but when they saw someone did care, automatically I got tremendous amounts of support when running for president as well as for senator. As vice chair as I am doing with the club C.H.A.N.G.E., I feel that student life is also student culture. We want to unite all students as much as we can. First starting with clubs, including C.H.A.N.G.E. and the culture community clubs, but I want to do it with all clubs so we can get more participation, SGA can participate with those clubs, as well as I do want to work with the PA committee to enact the paper boy initiative. That is to personally give students information about what’s going on in SGA, about what’s going on in Clubs, and getting feedback from the students personally because I feel we need to go to them before they come to us. Thank you for the nomination.

Kruh: VP Cusano will now collect ballots

Constanza: POI: or a disclaimer? Everyong keeps mispronouncing my name, it’s Constanza, there’s an n. Thank you.

Nazario: I think we should sing happy birthday to Carangui

Carangui: it’s definitely not my birthday today *laughter, but thank you I think that was very sweet of you

Fruin: this is unrelated to Senate, but the ROTARACT club is having therapy cats, they’ll be here Tuesday in the camp room in the student center from 12-1. I suggest you go!

Solano: I just want to say thank you Vice President Cusano for the nomination, I look forward to working with that committee on the things we can get done in the bylaws and constitution as Treasurer Cappiello mentioned. And thank all of you for your service as of one day, and I look forward to working with all of you.

Britto: I don’t remember if I said this last week, but for the ice cream social, can we have mint chocolate chip ice cream?

Kruh: I don’t see why we could not have mint chocolate chip ice cream

Hernandez: POI: what ice cream flavors will there be?

Kruh: the flavors stated by Sodexo catering are base flavors of chocolate, vanilla, and strawberry. We were told the more exciting flavors would cost more than $29.99 per tub. Given the fact that we were allocated $500, we can pursue getting fancier ice cream such as mint

Carangui: POI: do you have any knowledge of the process we’re in for the social sciences hall being renamed?

Kruh: I personally do not 

Mitchell: when is the retreat?

Kruh: as stated earlier, the retreat is likely to be held July 14th,15th, and 16th. We are working on ensuring a location. Since we’re on open floor, I’d like to straw poll room and end debate. The two options are, you’d like to stay on campus in the realm of $5,000. The argument in regards to staying on campus, we save money, which is beneficial for the students and it’s not coming out of their pockets, we can stay in the dorms, the food is cheaper. Arguments in favor of going off campus, it enables us to have an isolated retreat that senators can bond with one another, noted at both retreats senators are obligated, it is mandatory, you cannot leave, it is overnight at both. Going away gives more bonding time to the group and is beneficial for us to work more fluidly. If you are in favor of staying on campus please raise your hand

Mitchell: is it going to be air conditioned?

Kruh: Yes wherever we go with have AC. If you’d like to stay on campus, 10 in favor. If you would like to go off campus, 15 in favor. Based upon the senate, the retreat will be off campus. 

Fruin: Can I make a suggestion, I was talking to Scott Hazan this morning about the retreat. I’ve had my own problems with us staying off campus, because it is a little more expensive and I think the winter retreat was too expensive and ridiculous to be frank. My suggestion as Direct Hazan brought to my attention, is to have one off campus and one on campus. I’m glad it was voted that we would go off during summer retreat because it offers senators to bond more after hours. I think it makes the most sense to have the retreat on campus during the winter, maybe there will be some snow and we’ll be trapped here together anyways. The main purpose is so we can be financially responsible. I think it’s unnecessary to spend thousands on a retreat when we can bond here at home. Thank you.

Kruh: I would now like to congratule Senator Constanza on becoming the new Vice Chair of Student Life, with 22 votes in favor and 5 no votes. We are on open floor.

Coleman: seeing as we have pressing business in 3 minutes for the previous senate, I Motion to adjourn (Dew)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Unanimously passes.
 


Formally adjourned at 6:28pm
Respectfully submitted by Alexa Pagnani.
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