





SGA SENATE MEETING MINUTES

February 19, 2020
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Call to order: 
President Tahir called the meeting to order at 3:11 p.m.

Roll call:
· Present were President Tahir, Treasurer Elsinger, and Senators Abutin, Bermudez, Harris, Hartnett, Hintz, Kuo, Lopez, Ortiz, Osorio, Rivera, Rojas, Talarski, Tobon, and Urena.
· Excused were Vice President Pilkons and Senators Daniels, Goode, Parady and Wells. 
· Absent were Senators Baah, Choudhery, Deakin, Olamuyiwa, and Shunkishela.  

Acceptance of the minutes:
Senator Osorio motioned to accept the minutes of the SGA February 12, 2020 meeting. The motion was seconded by Senator Rojas and passed unanimously by voice vote.

Public Hearing: 
There were no presenters or speakers from the gallery.
 
Student Affairs (Hazan/Jasek):
     Dr. Jasek welcomed the senate back from the holiday weekend. He again reminded senators to fill out the Campus Climate survey, which takes 30-45 minutes. There is an opportunity to compete for give-aways and gift certificates for completing the survey. He explained that the census will begin on March 12; census takers will go through the residence halls in April. Please participate! International or undocumented students should not fear taking the census; the information is confidential. 
    Director Hazan informed the group about two, back-to-back focus groups meeting on Thursday, February 27, regarding the Freshmen Year Program. Each group will last about an hour. If students are interested in participating, please see Director Hazan.  

Osorio: What time will these groups start? (Answer: One begins at 11 a.m. and the other at 12 noon.)

Kuo: Would you like to come and speak at our Diversity/Inclusion meeting about the Freshman Year Program? Members may also want to be involved in the forum. (Answer: Let’s talk about that.)

Elsinger: If we’re living off-campus will we get the census in the mail? (Answer: The census takers will go door-to-door.) 

Osorio: Is there a need for more census takers? (Answer: Go to the federal census page. They may still be looking for workers.)

President’s Report (Tahir):
     The president informed the senators that Senator Carpa has resigned. This opens a seat on the Board of Governors for an SGA representative. Meetings are every other Friday. She asked whether anyone was interested in filling that position. As no one volunteered, Tahir said that she will send emails to all senators. She would like a volunteer by this coming Friday.  
     
Vice-President’s Report (Pilkons):
    President Tahir read VP Pilkon’s report. He said that since there are no office hours this week, senators should attend committee meetings and events instead. Everyone should have sent his or her liaison emails out. New senators will get their assignments after today’s meeting. Finally, there will be an Internal Affairs meeting this Friday at 3:00 p.m. in the SGA office. 

Treasurer’s Report (Elsinger):
Elsinger read the account totals as follows:
Contingency 		SG9016 	$24,074.61 
Supplemental 		SG9017 	$9,299.89 
New Base Budget 	SG9018 	$3,465.56 
For Use by Senate 	SG9195 	$80,359.71 
Operations 		SG9120 	$69,250.26 
Reserves 		SG9010 	$495,596.21

     Elsinger talked about Items A and J on the motions list. For a month, she has been working with Club Sports Council and RECcentral. They will be taking over the funding of club sports, which relieves the SGA of a lot of responsibility. It’s also more fair to the sports clubs, as they will not be bound by the same rigid guidelines that apply to all other clubs. The Finance Committee reviewed the bylaws yesterday and made one change: to allow petitions for fundraising loans. Elsinger thanked Senator Carpa for his “phenomenal job on language.” RECcentral had no issues with the language. 
    Elsinger asked the senators to ratify the Club Sports Council constitution under New Business, explaining that the SGA normally does not do that, but the Council “is such a large governmental body that it seems appropriate.” She is grateful for all the time and work of the Council.
    Elsinger thanked Senator Ortiz and his committee for the great infomercial they made! It is now on Instagram. 

Committee Reports

Public Affairs (Ortiz):
· Now that we’re back from break we’re going to have our meeting tomorrow, Thursday at 3:00.
· It was a great experience to make the video for the Finance Committee. If you want to see it, go onto Instagram. 
· I’m going to start recording students at the Student Center for a short video about where CCSU students are from. Unfortunately, I didn’t check everyone’s schedule so we’ll be starting that next Tuesday.
· Finally, we realized that the e-board election flyers have an error in them: we adapted a flyer from last year and did not update the “2019” to “2020.” We are now fixing that problem.

Osorio:  How long is the declaration period for running for e-board? (Answer: It ends this Sunday, the 23rd.)  And campaigning begins the next day? (Answer: Yes.) 

Bermudez: Has the incorrect poster been taken down from social media? (Answer: It will be now!)

Tahir: Can you also make sure that other student organizations that shared it through their social media are taking it down as well? (Answer: Of course.)

Rojas: So are we open to extending the deadlines by a day or two? The declaration and the campaign? (Answer: We were considering that, and we’ll discuss it at our meeting tomorrow.)

Tahir: Before doing that, please discuss is with VP Pilkons. 

Kuo: And take into consideration that the dates are getting really close. Consider the debate date; changing the deadlines would make everything close together.  

Student Life (Kuo):
· Tomorrow we are tabling at the Wellness Fair, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Alumni Hall. Please come and help if you can; you will get credit. Senator Osorio will be there. Activities include a body scan and [unintelligible].
· We are still doing Competition for a Cause, and clubs can still get $300 through the competition. At our next meeting we will be allocating the last of these funds.  

Finance Committee (Elsinger):
· Tomorrow we have another Base Budget training at 2:00. I think it’s in the 1849 Room.
· We are proceeding with audits. Four of them are now completed. I’ll be sending out emails to those assisting with audits, with ideas for a “gentle follow-up” to the clubs we haven’t heard from yet. If they don’t participate in the audit, their club’s funds will be frozen. We’re trying to get this done before Base Budget season makes us really, really busy. Meetings can potentially get three hours long, and I don’t want to do that to my committee. Are there any general questions about Finance Committee?

Osorio: Today I was doing interviews and had a club president bring to me their form. It seems they don’t have an SGA liaison or an SGA account number. I told them to just leave those things blank on the form. Was that correct? (Answer: Yes. I had a similar problem. The clubs can always contact me for more information.)

Elsinger: Yesterday was the last meeting the Finance Committee will be having this fiscal year, where we heard requests for supplemental and contingency funding. After this we will be hearing requests for new Base Budgets only. At yesterday’s meeting the following motions were made:

· Motion to deny BSU contingency request in full. This request was for items not allowed under our guidelines, specifically, promotional items and prizes. 
· Motion to allocate $1,394.90 to ASO coming from SG9017. This event is for Essence Fest, which is a collaboration with the Africana Center and BSU. The money is for food, decorations, drumming circle, and a barber.  
· Motion to allocate $480.00 to ASO coming from SG9016. These were for items cut from their base budget for lack of information. They provided that information; it’s for food and a DJ. 
· Motion to allocate $1,594.34 to SASA coming from SG9016. This is for two cultural awareness events; the items were originally cut for lack of pricing quotes. 
· Motion to allocate $1,079.79 to Multi-Powered Vehicle Club coming from SG9016. We originally allocated about $6,000 for this antique car race. They wanted money for an additional practice race, which we denied. We approved their request for additional car parts (cutting 25%) and for the additional safety equipment (in full).
· Motion to allocate $328.59 to SWE coming from SG9010. This is a loan. They plan to sell 40 T-shirts that say “Central Connecticut State University Engineering.” They need to sell 15 shirts to pay us back. The rest will be profit for their club.  
· Motion to allocate $111.50 to Actuarial Science Club coming from SG9016. We gave them funding for study materials and they’re asking for a price adjustment. They are buying printed manuals (not electronic) for the college library, plus shipping costs. The books will last for a long time.

External Affairs (Bermudez):
· Because of the long weekend we decided to meet today instead of Monday. 
· We discussed our schedule with legislators. That effort is still in the works
· We discussed our work with Residence Hall Directors. We’ll be having tabling in the halls to get the students registered to vote. 
· We’re also discussing a larger student registration drive. We’re getting some off-campus people to come in to boost student engagement and heighten interest in the elections. 

Academic Affairs (Tahir):
President Tahir read the report of Academic Affairs.
· SLC: The invitation email for SLC has been sent out to the schools. The first meeting is planned for Saturday, March 28th, but may change based on feedback we receive from other schools. We need at least seven schools to reply and commit to attending before proceeding with the meeting. 
· Open Syllabi: A.A. will be looking for volunteers to sit on an exploratory committee to start research on open syllabi, which will involve collecting data on how OERs increase retention rate and how they benefit instructors as well as students. For now we have been asked to give students the advice to be proactive and ask their instructors about the syllabus for the classes they are interested in. 
· Pioneer of the Year Award:  
Next Tabling Events – Monday 2/24 10am-2pm Tuesday 2/25 3pm-7pm.  
March 14th - End nominations and send applications out to professors 
March 27th – Due date of applications 
Saturday, April 4th - Tentative extra meeting date for grading applications 
April 17th – Inform the winners (also the first week of Base Budgets) 
April 24th – EIT ceremony (tentatively presenting at 1pm) 
· O.E.R Conference: Friday, February 28th 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. We will be carpooling to the event. Contact Senator Daniels if you are interested in attending. 
· Study-a-thon: We are asking marketing club and public affairs to help with advertising. We are reaching out to see what clubs would like to help as well. 

Unfinished Business:
There was no unfinished business to discuss.

New Business:

Motion to consent agenda items a. and j. [see below for full text] (Elsinger, Osorio).
 
a. Motion to add the following in the By-laws under Title 4: 
i. The Club Sports Council shall be defined as an advisory board that promotes participation in club sports programming. Its primary objective is to provide a medium for the exchange of information and funding regarding the Club Sports Council’s guidelines. 
ii. The Club Sports Council shall be established, and its constitution shall be ratified, any changes within the constitution must be ratified by vote from the Student Government Association. 
iii. A Club Sport shall be defined as any club that gets their advisement through RECcentral. 
iv. Club Sports will have all financing be appropriated by the discretion of the Club Sports Council and shall not have the right to petition for any contingency request, supplemental request, co-sponsorship request, fundraising loan, or any other financial request from the Student Government Association. 
v. The Student Government Association shall appropriate fifteen dollars ($15.00) per an enrolled fulltime, matriculated undergraduate student to the Club Sports Council each fiscal calendar year. 
1. All funds must be spent in accordance with the Club Sports Council’s and Student Government Association’s Constitution and By-laws 
2. The Club Sports Council along with all club sports, as defined under Title 4 of the Bylaws, shall not have the right to petition for any contingency request, supplemental request, co-sponsorship request, or any other financial request from the Student Government Association, with the exception of Fundraising Loans. 
3. Any funds not spent by individual Club Sports, shall go into an individual a reserves account for the Club Sports Council to use at their discretion; not to exceed $250,000.00, with any additional rollover going into SG9010. 
4. The Club Sports Council Executive Board will monitor the individual budgets of Club Sports and work closely with the Student Government Association to ensure budgets are being distributed and utilized appropriately. 
5. The Club Sports Council shall be excluded in any budgetary caps laid out in the By-Laws. 
j. Motion to ratify the Club Sports Council Constitution

Elsinger spoke in favor of her motion, saying “We’ve been working really hard on this and I’m really proud of the outcome. It’s going to save us so much time! I can’t say enough in favor of RECcentral and Student Government and all their work during this process. The language is great. It will cut down base budget time by a lot. I’m just so excited for this!”

There were no points against the motion.

The motion went to a vote by roll call. 
· Voting in favor were Treasurer Elsinger, and Senators Abutin, Bermudez, Harris, Hartnett, Hintz, Kuo, Lopez, Ortiz, Osorio, Rivera, Rojas, Talarski, Tobon, and Urena.

With fifteen votes in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions, the motion passed.

Motion to consent agenda items b. through i. with the exclusion of h. and i. under New Business [see below for full text] (Rojas, Osorio).

b. Motion to allocate $1,394.90 to ASO coming from SG9017 (Abutin, Rivera) 
c. Motion to allocate $480.00 to ASO coming from SG9016 (Rivera, Pilkons) 
d. Motion to allocate $1,594.34 to SASA coming from SG9016 (Pilkons, Rivera) 
e. Motion to allocate $1,079.79 to Multi-Powered Vehicle Club coming from SG9016 (Rojas, Pilkons) 
f. Motion to allocate $328.59 to SWE coming from SG9010 (Pilkons, Rivera) 
g. Motion to allocate $111.50 to Actuarial Science Club coming from SG9016 (Rojas, Rivera) 
h. Motion to ratify the Spring 2020 Special Election Results 
i. Motion to allocate $790.46 so Social Work Club coming from SG9017 (Hintz, Carpa).

The motion went to a vote by roll call. 
· Voting in favor were Treasurer Elsinger, and Senators Abutin, Bermudez, Harris, Hartnett, Hintz, Kuo, Lopez, Ortiz, Osorio, Rivera, Rojas, Talarski, Tobon, and Urena.

With fifteen votes in favor, none opposed, and no abstentions, the motion passed.

Open Floor

Osorio: I would like to open nominations for…

Tahir: No! We don’t have quorum.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Rojas: I’ve haven’t set up an ad hoc group yet because I wanted to get a feel for where the senators are. My fraternity has an ALS walk every year. We donate to an organization for people suffering from ALS. I’m trying to start an ad hoc committee within the senate, so we can get senators to be part of this. We’ll host a walk that goes through the entire campus. We’ll also have a bunch of games and activities; we’ll have food, maybe T-shirts, with all proceeds donated straight to the foundation. We’re looking for volunteers. I’m going to pass around a sign-up sheet. There will be meetings to plan all this. It won’t happen this semester; we’re having the event during the first three weeks of next fall semester.

Senator Osorio motioned to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded and unanimously approved by voice vote.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Betsey S. Chadwick, UA
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